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They are learnt later, and appear to him as extras, rather
than as the essentials of his language. Speaking is
the main thing. Thus it comes about that in acquiring
a foreign language, the child feels the language to be^
real and vital and useful, and therefore interesting, as
he learns to use it in speaking, and in speaking about
things that most often touch his life, and come into his
mind. If we would engage the pupil's interest from the
• outset, and forestall a risk of discouraging him through
the difficulty and unreality of his study, we must start
him speaking the language as soon as possible.
(c)	A reason, which is especially telling in India, for
ensuring early progress as rapidly as possible in speak-
ing is that the pupil is expected to be able to converse
in English, and to understand spoken English, by the
time he leaves the high school, and that to an extent far
greater than is required in the case of the ordinary English
pupil in England learning a modern foreign language.
Moreover, since in India English becomes the medium
of instruction in subjects other than English ev§n in the
school stage itself, a special effort has to be made to
prepare the pupil for learning and speaking  English
without undue difficulty in his other lessons.
Whether English should be a medium of teaching at
all in the high school stage is a question I shall not try
to answer in this chapter, but so long as it remains a
medium, there is strong additional reason for insistence
on rapid early progress in speaking and understanding
spoken English.
(d)	Lastly,   there   is a particular    constituent   of
spoken language which for special reasons should be
acquired at the start, namely, a correct,  or at least a
generally intelligible, pronunciation,  including  in  the
term pronunciation not only the utterance of isolated
sounds, but the  articulation of sounds  and words in
•combination, and a correct English intonation.    Here we
should begin by securing the right speech habits, both
because the organs of pronunciation are the more plastic,
and the less set in other directions, the younger thfe
pupils,  and also because the actual  alternative   to  a
•correct pronunciation is an incorrect pronunciation, that
l£ to  say,  if the pupil does not learn to pronounce

